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EXPECTATIONS -YEAR 1 (AUTUMN 1) 

Victor Seymour Assessment and Moderation Grid

Year 1 Writing

Term 1 - EXS

Composition

Thinking before writing
Use story language in small world play and use this in their writing.

Begin to talk to an adult about what they are going to write.

With adult support, name the main features of a genre

With support, draw pictures and begin to write some keywords before writing.
Thinking during 

writing Independently write simple words, phrases and clauses to convey meaning.

Begin to make simple connections in their writing.

Use simple vocabulary when writing.

Begin to write in different forms (e.g. lists, captions and labels).

Share the composition of a simple narrative or poem with the teacher/class.

Begin to write a short sequence of connected events.
Thinking after writing

Read aloud their own writing with teacher/adult support.

Talk, with prompts, about their writing with the teacher/an adult.



EXPECTATIONS -YEAR 1 (AUTUMN 1) 
Victor Seymour Assessment and Moderation Grid

Year 1 Writing

Term 1 - EXS

Vocabulary, Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling

Vocabulary, Grammar and 

Punctuation

Recognise rhymes, with support, play word games to extend knowledge.

Use simple vocabulary to communicate meaning including describing words

Combine words to write simple sentences.

Begin to use past and present tense correctly in speech

Understand capital letters are used for names and start to use.

Start to use, full stops at the end of sentences.

Spelling Name the letters of the alphabet.

Segment words (including words with adjacent consonants) into phonemes and choose graphemes to represent these sounds.

Write, with some support, words containing each of the 10+ phonemes taught.

Write some words containing the vowel digraphs and trigraphs for Year 1 (English, Appendix 1), including words endings see appendix

Begin to use letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings

With support, clap the syllables in multisyllabic words.

Recognise compound words

Recognise common suffixes at the end of a word (–ing, -ed,-er: where no change is needed to the root word (e.g. jumping).

Write words with the regular plural noun suffix –s (e.g. dog, dogs).

Know how/why and add the prefix un- to root words (e.g. unhappy).

Notice some contractions (e.g. I’m and I’ll).

Spell, with some support, the days of the week and some common decodable and exception words (e.g. the, a to).

Spell some words from the Year 1 table (English, Appendix 1).

Notice wall charts and picture dictionaries which identify initial sounds.



EXPECTATIONS -YEAR 2 (AUTUMN 1) 

Victor Seymour Writing Tracking Grid

Year 2

Term 1 - EXS

Vocabulary, grammar, punctuation and spelling

Vocabulary, 

grammar & 

punctuation

Write simple and compound sentences

Begin to use co-ordination ( ‘or’, ‘and’, ‘but’) to join sentences

Begin to notice and use, expanded noun phrases to describe (The fluffy dog)

Make the correct choice of tense (past/present)

Use, with some reminders, capital letters/full stops to demarcate sentences

Recognise and begin to explore punctuation (!, ?)

Use, with guidance, the possessive apostrophe for singular nouns ( girl’s/Sam’s)

Spelling Segment words and write using graphemes, with increasing accuracy

Write with occasional prompts, words containing all phonemes taught

Spell many decodable HF words correctly. Spell CEW from the Year 2 list

Start to use alternative spelling patterns for words

Spell with help, three-syllable compound words, segmenting each part (blackberry)

Use, with support, some irregular plural noun suffixes (baby-babies).

Add, with prompts, -es to nouns and verbs ending in -y by changing the y to i before adding es (lady-ladies and ruby-rubies)

Add -ing,-er,-est and -y to words of one syllable ending in a single consonant letter after a single vowel letter (e.g. dropping, dropped)

Use simple prefixes to assist spelling (unhappy)

Notice more common words with contracted forms (e.g. it’s)

Begin to notice near homophones (one and won)

Use wall charts, picture dictionaries (which identify initial sounds)

Write, from memory, simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include some revision of words and punctuation taught so far.



EXPECTATIONS -YEAR 2 (AUTUMN 1) 

Victor Seymour Writing Tracking Grid

Year 2

Term 1 - EXS

Composition

Thinking before 

writing
Talk through what they are going to write about, considering order

Begin to identify sentence level features in writing (e.g. adjectives)

Draw pictures and note down ideas, in a simple planning format

Take on roles as characters in familiar stories or rhymes before writing
Thinking during 

writing
Plan the content of each sentence orally before writing

Write in simple and compound sentences that make sense (e.g. using ‘and’)

Begin, to group ideas into sections (e.g. using headings) and sequence ideas

Write captions

Make, with support, style choices appropriate to the purpose of the writing

Begin to make some apt word choices, using word banks for support

Write narratives (about real or fictional events) in simple sentences

Use poetic techniques, including humour and word play, as a group/class

Write about real events in chronological order
Thinking after writing Read aloud own writing clearly and begin to recognise intonation.

Re-read to check for sense, noticing errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation with support



EXPECTATIONS – END OF KS1



EXPECTATIONS – END OF KS1



EXPECTATIONS – END OF KS1



YEAR 2 CHECKLIST
WHAT SHOULD MY CHILD USE IN THEIR WRITING?

PINK = GREATER DEPTH
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VOCAB



BASIC SKILLS
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•

•



BASIC SKILLS

“

“





HANDWRITING



FINE MOTOR SKILLS

Paper clip chain

Dough disco

Peg boards

Bead/pasta threading





LEFT-HANDED WRITERS



HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY CHILD?



HOW WE TEACH WRITING?

•Year 1 – Talk for writing

•Year 2 – 10 step cycle




